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SUBJECT! Developments Concerning Albanian Plan 


1. On this date X called upon Mr. Bay Thurston, Deputy Chief, 
, state* id get our thinking m the same track with respect to 


recast developments concerning the latest Alba n ia n paper* 
Strang of Mr* Laapton Berry’s office m* present. 


Hr. Robert 


t* Mr* Strong and *&• Thurston produced a copy of the Albanian 
paper with four corering memoranda aa fellows i 

a* A memorandum by Mr* berry racwwsnding that a high-level 
task force be established to consider the natter further and 
make recommendation*, and acting that any diplom a t ic action 
would hare to be planned and timed nest carefully In the light 
of other diplomatic problem* particularly those no* burdening 
our relationship with tbs British* 

b. A laqaoraa dua by Hr. Robert Bowie, Policy Planning Staff, 
expressing serious re se r vat ions as to the feasibility of 
detaching Albania but agreeing that certain preli m i n ary diplo- 
matic steps would appear to be desirable. 

e. A memorandum from Hr. John Campbell, Policy Planning 
Staff, tbragh&ftlly reviewing the Albanian paper* measuring the 
advantages and disadvantages involved, and recommending that 
certain of the suggested steps be taken, both at the diplomatic 
and service levels. 

d. A memorandum by Hr. Thurston taking a generally very 
dim via* of the proposal outlined but accepting tho idea that 
certain highly tentative and preliminary discussions be under- 
taken initially with the British* It was his thought that 
these conversations should center around contingency plans for 
Albania in the event of general hostilities or in the event 
that a totally spontaneous uprising took place but that there 
should be no explicit mention of concerted action to stimulate 
such an uprising or bring it to fruition. 
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3. Mr* Strong amid that Mr. Berry planned to take this sheaf 
of documents to General Smith on g September, if possible, end if 
not, eoon thereafter, end request of Mn the establishment of a 
task force to recommend future action. Mr* strong sold ho under- 
stood that Mr* Be rr y was quite confident this recommendation could 
he accepted* 

U* In a general discussion of the Albanian problem which 
followed, M*V Thurston explained that hie reservations eoncsroing 
an attest to detach Albania in the ianediately foreseeable future 
aroee primarily from the fact that the chief present ala of American 
policy In southeastern Europe was to bring about some sort of work- 
ing agreement between Yugoslavia and Italy* He feared that exacerba- 
tion of the Albanian problem under current circumstance* would serve 
to increase tension* between Italy and Yugoslavia while at the same 
time reviving Greek irredentiam with respect to northern Epirus. He 
expressed doubt that the balance of forces now existing in that area 
was sufficiently stable to permit successful accomplishment of the 
sort of action contemplated. He was particularly' dubious of the 
ability of the Balkan Entente to serve as a useful instrument. 

5. Mr. Thurston said his office was planning to pursue very 
preliminary talks with the British along the lines noted in hie 
memorandum. He added, however, that he could not estimate when 
these conversations would be completed or what result they would 
lead to. Consequently, he saw no reason why CIA should not pursue 
its present plans for a service level meeting with the British in 
aid -October, providing the Agency had its am sufficient reasons 
to hate such s meting. He did not think it would be worthwhile 
to postpone the mooting in the hope of gaining any benefit that 
might be derived from the State-Foreign Office talks. 
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